Transient Global Amnesia and Jugular Vein Incompetence
To the Editor:
In the January issue of Stroke, Cejas et al 1 documented the frequency of jugular vein incompetence in patients with transient global amnesia, and Altamura and Vernier 2 editorialized on the subject. Neither communication wrestles with the major dilemma in assigning a causal relationship to the venous phenomenon, namely "How can a very transient change in venous drainage from the cranium account for a disorder that invariably lasts hours?" Increased venous pressure, even when sustained as in patients with congestive heart failure and pericardial effusions, has not been recognized as causing transient global amnesia.
In previous communications [3] [4] [5] [6] 
Disclosures
None.
Louis R. Caplan, MD Beth Israel Deaconess Med Center
Boston, Mass
